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head and inflatable skin reddish, shading into yellow on
the neck between. The end of the pouch is spotted with
black and the forehead black and scabby looking. The
legs ought to be blackish, but are not, unless the bird has
recently been in the water; they are white as a rule for
reasons above detailed. Young birds have a brown wing-
band and dark eyes.
Altogether the Adjutant looks a disgrace to the Service
—a repulsive old reprobate, and it is not surprising to hear
that he, although capable on occasion of earning his
living in the wilds like other Storks, is more addicted to
hanging about habitations in search of carrion and offal,
which he devours with appalling greediness, bolting small
cats and large bones whole. At a carcase even the lordly
King Vulture makes way for him, and the crow has to look
out if he does not wish to be taken as an entree. Adju-
tants used to be a great institution in Calcutta in the
rains, but for many years they have deserted the place
owing to better sanitation, although one bird at least lin-
gered till quite recently when he was wantonly shot by some
destructive idiot who was pretty warmly censured in
the papers for such a silly act, as the poor Stork was half
tame. As I was able to notice in this bird, Adjutants get
under way with considerable difficulty, having to take
several jumps before they get fairly started; but once on
the wing they fly very strongly, and may be seen soaring
among the vultures at a great height in the air.
They never bred near us in Calcutta, their breeding
haunts being in Burma, although a few have b^en found
nesting in India, even in the Sunderbunds. The nest is,
of course, very large; the eggs three in number, and about
three inches long, white in colour. As above remarked,
Adjutants bellow a great deal in the breeding season.
Outside India they range eastwards to Borneo.
The name diMus applied to this bird may puzzle many
people ; but it was first described as a Heron, and doubt-
less appeared to its describer rather a queer and doubtful
relative of that bird.

